
 

 

 

 

• Week 1: “Church 1.0” – Membership 

 

o Learn more about our church, our pastors, our mission, vision, values, and other related. 

This is how God transforms our lives with His truth and love. 

 

• Week 2: “Essentials 2.0” - Maturity 

 

o Learn about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. This equates to living a life 

overflowing with peace and joy, purpose and meaning. How? Among other things, by 

developing Biblical disciplines, err, I mean delights. 

 

• Week 3: “Discovery 3.0” - Ministry 

 

o Discover and develop the spiritual gifts that God gave you by taking a spiritual gifts 

assessment. This will provide the insight needed to carry out a purpose greater than 

yourself – an eternal purpose. 

 

• Week 4: “Serve 4.0” - Mission 

 

o We were “saved to serve”. A life of service to God, His church, and the world - for 

something eternally significant - is where you are blessed beyond your imagination. 
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WELCOME TO SERVE 4.0 - MISSION! 
  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Have you ever heard the phrase, “saved to serve?” One of the fundamental reasons why God 

saved us was to be of service to Him, His Church, and the world. In fact, this is where we are 

blessed beyond our imagination! It’s where we find our eternal purpose in life. 

Proverbs 11:25 says that “he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” Think of this truth 

in the context of serving. We refresh others by serving them, and the promise is that we will be 

refreshed ourselves. This is where we avoid burnout, by actively serving God! 

Seems counter-intuitive, right? Well, it is, according to the worldly mindset. 

The kingdom of God works differently than the kingdom of this world. 

The kingdom of the world says to take care of yourself first, right? Yet, the kingdom of God 

says, “Give away your life (in service to others) and you will receive life” – eternal life, that is! 

The kingdom of God says, “Give and it shall be given unto you.” That promise is conditional, 

isn’t it? If you desire all that God has for you, then gladly give your life and resources away in 

service to God’s kingdom. 

Week 4 comprises of four parts.  

* The first part provides insight into the statement that we are all uniquely shaped by God to 

serve Him.  

* The second part comprises two articles that provide great teaching about serving.  

* The third part shows a list of NVC’s serve teams and a chart as well that should encourage you 

to decide and act on what your next step on your discipleship journey should be.  

* The fourth part is a conclusion to the Starting Point class. 

Let’s dive in, shall we? 

 

 

PART 1: HOW YOU’RE UNIQUELY SHAPED BY GOD TO SERVE HIM 

 

Back in the early 2,000’s Rick Warren came up with a brilliant acronym that churches all over 

the world have been utilizing since. The acronym is as follows: 



 

                           

 

 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
This refers to a set of supernatural abilities that God has given you to share his love and serve 
others. Spiritual gifts are given to every believer at conversion by the Holy Spirit. Spiritual gifts 
are NOT natural talents/abilities, Christian responsibilities, or the fruit of the Spirit.  Rather, they 
are supernatural endowments. 

The Bible assures us that every believer has at least one gift (1 Cor. 7:7b). Yet, when a spiritual 
gifts assessment is taken, you’ll discover that you possess a few, and some of them are related 
to one another.  

After you discover which spiritual gifts you possess, it’s quite natural to be attracted to areas of 
service where you can utilize and develop those gifts. 

The way to develop your gifts is to serve. And the more you serve God in ministry, the more 
clearly you will see your gifts. Just let God lead you to areas of service in your church or local body 
of believers. If you’re not sure where to serve, then try any ministry! A car cannot be steered in 
any direction unless you put your foot down on the accelerator, letting God take the wheel. 

When you use your spiritual gifts, people are edified, God is honored, and you are fulfilled.  



There are four passages from the Scriptures from which the gifts can be identified: Rom 12:6-8, 
1 Cor 12:8-28, 1 Pet 4:9-10, and Eph 4:11. From these passages, 20 spiritual gifts can be identified. 
These are: administration, apostleship, discernment, encouragement, faith, giving, healing, 
helping (service), hospitality, interpretation, knowledge, leadership, mercy, miracles, pastoring, 
prophecy, teaching, tongues, and wisdom. 

 

A Task and Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

 

1. Write down your top three spiritual gifts from the spiritual gifts assessment that you 
took last week. 

a) __________________________________________________________________ 

b) __________________________________________________________________ 

c) __________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Which of the three spiritual gifts excites you the most and why? 

 

 

 

 

3. Are you currently using your spiritual gifts in service to God and the church? If yes, 
please share the details behind that. If not, then how would you like to use them?  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



HEART 
 
This refers to your passions. Your heart reflects your dreams and desires. This is not the same as 
your hobbies. Your passion refers to what drives you, what you deeply care about, the needs you 
desire to meet, and the cause you deeply wish to conquer. What gets you out of bed in the 
morning? If money was no issue, what would you spend your time doing? 
 
To discover your passion, find the things that make you the happiest when you do them, such as 
painting, writing poetry, restoring cars, cleaning houses, woodworking, photography, horses, 
business consulting, and many others.   
 
Find the change you most desire to see in the world. What do you hate most about the world? 
You probably have the solution to that problem. Some issues that have been passions of people 
all over the world include abortion, child abuse, spiritual apathy, divorce, leadership, and many 
others. 
 
 
 

A Task for Reflection and Discussion 

 
 

1. Write down your #1 passion and the details behind that. If you have a hard time 
knowing what that is, then answer the following questions: What gets you out of bed in 
the morning? If you were to win the lottery tomorrow, what would you spend most of 
your time doing? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
ABILITIES 
 
This refers to the things you are naturally good at. God has given each of us the ability to do some 
things well. Each of us have abilities or talents, which are natural to us. God gave us those talents 
with our purpose in view. Note that this talent may also be acquired or learned. Rick Warren 
writes: “The abilities you do have are a strong indication of what God wants you to do with your 
life.”  



Some of us have athletic abilities while others have artistic abilities. Some have mechanical 
abilities while others have abilities in academia.   

God does not waste abilities; he matches our calling with our capabilities! Below is a list of 
abilities. You must take your time to see what you are talented at. Ask your Christian friends too. 
Examples of such abilities include analyzing, coaching, consulting, cooking, designing, decorating, 
writing, speaking, repairing, planning, traveling, etc. 

 

A Task for Reflection and Discussion 

 

1. Write down your #1 passion and the details behind that. If you have a hard time 
knowing what that is, then answer the following questions: What gets you out of bed in 
the morning? If you were to win the lottery tomorrow, what would you spend most of 
your time doing? 

 

 

 

 
 
PERSONALITY 
 
The Bible clearly shows that the people God used had different types of personalities.  
 
Rick Warren writes: “Like stained glass, our different personalities reflect God’s light in many 
colors and patterns. Your personality refers to your character and temperament. You must 
understand your temperament combinations for they account for how you relate with others 
and respond to opportunities. Whether you are introverted or extroverted, outgoing or reserved, 
self-expressive or self-controlled, cooperative or competitive, solo or team player etc. are factors 
that are determined by your personality all of which are keys to your design and thus, your 
purpose.” 
 
It's good to know on a deeper level how you “tick” so that you can more easily discern what area 
of service is the best fit for you and will end up in the greatest fulfillment. That said… 
 



A Task and a Question for Reflection and Discussion 
 
 

1. Out of the following personality traits, circle the ones that describe your personality. 
 

Introverted/Extroverted    Independent/Collaborative  
Analytical/Creative    Empathetic/Detached  
Assertive/Passive     Cautious/Risk Taking  
Detail Oriented/Big-Picture Focused  Organized/Spontaneous 
 

 
2. How beneficial do you think it would be to drill down on learning more about your 

personality in the context of finding out where to serve god and the church? 
 

 

 

 

 
 
EXPERIENCES 
 
You have been shaped by your experiences in life, most of which were beyond your control. God 
allowed them for his purpose of molding you. In determining your shape for serving God AND His 
church, you should examine at least six kinds of experiences from your past:  

• Family experiences: What did you learn growing up in your family? ________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Educational experiences: What were your favorite subjects in school? _____________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Vocational experiences: What jobs have you been most effective in and enjoyed most?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 



________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Spiritual experiences: What have been your most meaningful times with God? ______ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Ministry experiences: How have you served God in the past? _____________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Painful experiences: What problems, hurts, thorns, and trials have you learned from?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Regarding painful experiences, God intentionally allows you to go through them to equip you for 
ministry to others. The Bible says that “He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort 
others. When others are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given 
us.” 

There’s a famous saying, “God never wastes a hurt.” He will use your painful experiences not only 
for your good but also for others’ good. 
 
 
 

A Task for Reflection and Discussion 
 
 

 
1. Write down three challenging seasons from your past that proved God’s faithfulness to 

heal, provide, and restore. 

a.  

b.  



c.  

 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The first and principal way to discover your purpose is to discover God. There is no shortcut, for 
the purpose of a thing can only be revealed by the maker (or inventor) of that thing. Your 
S.H.A.P.E will help you discover your purpose only if you are intimately connected to the God of 
Purpose! 

 

PART 2: TWO ARTICLES PROVIDING GREAT INSIGHT INTO SERVING 

 

Article 1: "Why should I want to serve God?" 

Answer: The fact that we should serve God is obvious in Scripture (see Luke 4:8). Why we 
should want to serve God is a more difficult question. Every Christian asked might have a 
different reason for serving God; different people are motivated by different things. 
However, the Bible does make clear that, when a person is in a real relationship with 
God, he will serve God (either informally or formally). We should want to serve God 
because we know Him; an inherent part of knowing Him is a desire to serve Him. 

It’s always been God’s intention to make us like His Son, Jesus (Romans 8:29). When we 
look at Jesus’ life, there’s no denying that He was a servant. Jesus’ entire life was 
centered on serving God—by teaching, healing, and proclaiming the kingdom (Matthew 
4:23). He came not “to be served but to serve” (Matthew 20:28). Then, on the night of His 
arrest, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, leaving them with a final teaching to serve one 
another: “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you” (see John 
13:12–17). So, if Jesus is all about serving, and God wants to make us like Him, then it’s 
pretty obvious that we should be all about serving as well. 

Genuine service cannot be separated from love. We can go through the motions of 
serving God, but if our hearts are not in it we’re missing the point. First Corinthians 
13 makes it clear that, unless our service is rooted in love, it’s meaningless. Serving God 
out of a sense of obligation or duty, apart from love for God, is not what He desires. Rather, 
serving God should be our natural, love-filled response to Him who loved us first (see 1 
John 4:9–11). 

The apostle Paul is a great example of how having a relationship with God through Christ 
results in a life of service. Prior to his conversion, Paul persecuted and killed believers, 
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thinking he was serving God. But after he encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus, he 
immediately devoted the rest of his life to truly serving God by spreading the gospel of 
Jesus Christ (see Acts 9:20). Paul describes this transformation in 1 Timothy 1:12–14: “I 
thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 
trustworthy, appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 
unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus.” Once Paul became aware of the love and grace that 
God had given him, his response was to serve God. 

The Bible offers several motivations for our service. We want to serve God because… 

1.  “We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken” (Hebrews 12:28), because,  

 

2. Our service supplies “the needs of the Lord’s people” (2 Corinthians 9:12), because, 

 

3. Our service proves our faith and causes others to praise God (2 Corinthians 9:13), 
and because,  

 

4. God sees and rewards our labor of love (Hebrews 6:10). Each of these is a good 
reason to serve God. 

 

 

We can give away only what we’ve first received. The reason we can love and serve God 
is that He first loved and served us through Jesus Christ. The more we are aware of and 
experience God’s love in our own lives, the more prone we are to respond in love by 
serving Him. If you want to want to serve God, the key is to get to know Him! Ask the 
Holy Spirit to reveal more of God to you (John 16:13). When we truly know God, who is 
love (1 John 4:8), our natural response is a desire to love and serve Him in return. 

 

Article 2: "Why is serving God important?" 

 
Answer: Is it necessary to serve God? What is the purpose of changing our priorities to 
accomplish tasks that God could do better without us? Peter addresses the importance 
of serving God in 1 Peter 4:10-11: “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, 
he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it 
with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%209.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%201.12%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%209.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%209.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%206.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.10-11


Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” Peter makes it clear 
that we have received our gifts from God for two purposes— to serve others and to bring 
praise to God. Serving isn’t about us receiving attention or glory; it is for Him to receive 
glory. 

How does God receive glory when we serve? The transforming power of Jesus Christ is 
on display in the lives of those who have traded selfishness for selflessness. Peter says 
believers should recognize that we are speaking and serving directly on behalf of God to 
others, while He gives the ability and strength for us to do so. And when we direct glory 
towards Him instead of accepting it for ourselves, we stand out from the crowd of those 
who glorify only themselves. And that difference in our lives causes people to examine the 
life-changing nature of a relationship with Jesus Christ. It validates our faith in front of 
others. 

Romans 12:1-2 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.” Paul’s point is that for those who have been saved by the blood 
of Jesus, it only makes sense to honor Him. Giving ourselves to God is our spiritual act of 
worship (the Greek word for “spiritual” can also be translated "reasonable"). It’s only 
reasonable that we would serve the God who has provided the greatest service of all: 
salvation from sin and self and eternal life with Him in heaven. 

(Source: GotQuestions.org) 

 

 

PART 3: A LIST OF SERVE TEAMS IN NVC FOR YOU TO CONSIDER SERVING ON 

 

1. Custodial 

2. Janitorial 

3. Usher Ministry 

4. Greeter Ministry 

5. First Impressions Ministry 

6. Audio/Video Ministry 

7. Tithes and Offerings Counting Team 

8. Info Packet Assembly Team 

9. Security Team 

10. Worship Team 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2


11. Media/Social Media Ministry 

12. Preaching Ministry 

13. Children’s Ministry 

14. Youth Ministry 

15. Advertising/Marketing 

16. Administrative 

17. Financial 

18. Small Group Ministry 

19. Women’s Ministry 

20. Men’s Ministry 

21. Prayer Ministry 

22. Sandwich Sunday Event 

23. Hospitality 

24. Outreach 

25. Missions 

26. Guest Follow-Up Ministry 

 

 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
 

 

1. Which of the above serve teams do you think would be the best fit for you to serve in 
and why? Also, which ones would you like clarity on? Be sure to ask your facilitator or 
text the church phone at 414-400-8320. 

 

 

 

 

2. What’s holding you back from texting the church phone at 414-400-8320 and inquiring 
about the details behind that particular ministry? If nothing, then be encouraged to 
shoot out a text! 

 

 

 



PART 4: IN CONCLUSION 

 

“Congratulations on completing the Discovery Class! I, Danica, and our staff members’ hope is 

that you are supernaturally refreshed and blessed with the material. We also hope that it 

answered any and all questions and concerns you may have had. If not, don’t hesitate to reach 

out. 

“There was a promise that I made in the first class that I would like to mention again. Regarding 

your discipleship journey: to those who are devoted to the vision and mission of NVC, we are 

with you every step of the way. Not only are we with you, but I can say with confidence that the 

entire NVC family is with you too. 

“That said, welcome to the family!” 

In Him and by His grace, 

Pastor Paul 
 


